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The city of Saarbrücken with its 
marshalling yard played a significant role in the 
considerations of the US Airforce. After the inital 
attack on Mai 11th 1944 it was bombed again on 
Mai  23rd and Mai 27th. The later of these 
missions targeted the marshaling yard at 
Saarbrücker as well as the railway stations in 
Neunkirchen, Konz-Karthaus, Ludwigshafen, 
Mannheim and Karlsruhe. This time it was not 
Flying Fortresses (B 17) being send to the river 
Saar, but Liberator bombers (B 24) of the  2. 
Bomber Division. At 1:36 PM 69 of these heavy 
bombers, approaching from south-east, released 
their load onto Saarbrücken, followed by a second 
wave of 73 Liberators arriving at 1:46PM. The 
raliway  station, but also a lot of apartment 

buildings, were heavily damaged by the almost 
1000 bombs released over the city. Several people 
were killed, according to the NS propaganda of 
that time victims of  �IO\LQJ�PXUGHUHUV�DQG�DUVRQ³� 
and �DQJOR�VD[RQ�PHUFLQDULHV��2 
 

Among the second attack wave was the 
plane of pilot Edward Leininger from the 389. 
bomber group stationed in Hethel in the english 
duchy of Norfolk. End of January 1944 he and his 
crew had received a new B24 to fly it over the 
Atlantic to England. The day before they started 
their journey they decided to name the plane "Oh 
My Sufferin' Head", quoting the favorit saying of 
Leininger when he was frustrated once again. 
Navigator Jack Griffith painted the quote and the 
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head of Leininger onto the front of the plane using 
chalk. Then the crew was photographed in front of 
their Liberator, while Griffith still had the chalk in 
his hands (see picture). The delivery flight to Great 
Britain, following the "southern route", took place in 
several stretches along Florida, Puerto Rico, 
Trinidad, Brasil, Senegal, and Marocco. After the 
delivery the crew never again saw the "Oh My 
Sufferin’ Head". Instead, they were assigned to 
another plane. Leininger and his crew participated 
in the following 19 missions: 
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On  Mai 27th 1944 the anti-aircraft guns in 

our region were successful once again. Herbert P. 
Wright, flying in another Liberator, observed the 
following: �3ODQH� ��������� DQG� SODQH� ���
�����ZHUH�ERWK�KLW�E\�DQWL�DLUFUDIW�ILUH�DW�DERXW��WKH�
VDPH� WLPH�� 3ODQH� ��������ZDV� EXUQLQJ� DW� WKH�
ERPE�ED\��,W�VWDUWHG�WR�ZREEOH�DQG�ILQDOO\�WKH�SODQH�
VWDUWHG� WR� GLYH�� 7KHQ� ,� VDZ� WKDW� SODQH� ���
�����ZDV�KLW�DQG�ORVW�KLJKW��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�RXU�
RZQ�SODQH�ZDV�KLW� E\�DQWL�DLUFUDIW� ILUH�DQG� ,� ORVW�
VLJKW�RI�WKH�WZR�GDPDJHG�SODQHV��:KHQ�ZH�OHYHOHG�
RXW� DJDLQ� ,� VDZ� �� SDUDFKXWHV�� EXW� ,� GRQ¶W� NQRZ�
ZKLFK�SODQH�WKH\�ZHUH�FRPLQJ�IURP��4 The burning 
plane was the one flown by pilot Loren F. Reid 
(crashed in Altenkessel, see the next chapter) and 

the other plane was the one flown by Leininger 
(Wright confused the numbers). 

In the afternoon of the same day the 
already heaviliy damages Flying Fortress "Delayed 
Lady" of pilot William Dee was shot down finally by 
anti-aircraft batteries at the cities of Saarbrücken, 
Völklingen, and Bous. This bomber was on its way 
back home from Ludwigshafen and crashed close 
to the town of Differten in the Warndt region 
(county of Saarlouis).5 

The commander of the 2. heavy Anti-
Aircraft Group 903 (Klarenthal) wrote the following 
report about the shoot-down of Leininger’s plane: 
�2Q���������D�VTXDGURQ�ZDV�VLJKWHG�FRPLQJ�IURP�
GLUHFWLRQ���DQG�ZDV�DWWDFNHG��7KH�VTXDGURQ�IOHZ�LQ�
D�ZLGH�IRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK���JURXSV��,W�FRQVLVWHG�RI�����
SODQHV�RI�W\SH�/LEHUDWRU�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�IO\LQJ�RQ�D�
ZDVWHUQ�FRXUVH��$W���������30�ILUH�ZDV�RSHQHG�DW�
D�GLVWDQFH�RI������PHWHUV��7KH�WDUJHW�KHLJKW�ZDV�
�����PHWHUV��WKH�VSHHG�ZDV�����PHWHUV�VHFRQG��
$OWRJHWKHU� ��� JURXSV� ����� VKRWV�� ZHUH� ILUHG�
WDUJHWLQJ�YLVXDOO\��%HWZHHQ������30�DQG������30�
ERPEV�ZHUH�IDOOLQJ�LQ�GLUHFWLRQ���WR����'XH�WR�WKH�
ZHOO�DLPHG�DQWL�DLUFUDIW�ILUH�WKH�VTXDGURQ�FKDQJHG�
FRXUVH� WR� IO\� QRUWK�� 'XULQJ� WKLV� PDQHXYHU�� WKH�
JURXSV�VHSHUDWHG�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU��$W������30�RQH�
RI�WKH�SODQHV�OHIW�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�FORVH�WR�WKH�FLW\�RI�
3�WWOLQJHQ� DQG� UHFHLYHG� D� GLUHFW� KLW�� 7KH� SODQH�
EXUVW� DW� KLJK� DOWLWXGH� DQG� IHOO� WR� HDUWK� DOPRVW�
VWUDLJKW� GRZQ�� $W� �������� 30� ILUH� ZDV� FHDVHG�
DJDLQ��6 

The front section, cockpit, and one of the 
wings fell into a field at the Rebenberg close to 
Köllerbach-Kölln, at the extension of today’s senic 
“Wine Route“. The dead bodies of two crew 
members, Bombadier Dorsett and Chin Turret 
Gunner Bowman, were lying in the same area. The 
second wing was lying at the place where today 
you can find the parking lot of the Köllerbach 
fittness center. 

In the morning of this day at the beginning 
of the mission Leininger and his crew were still in 
high spirits. German interceptors were already  
rarely seen at that time, and the invasion of  the 
European continent by allied forces was imminent. 
They were sure that under these conditions they 
would soon have finished the required 30 
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missions. Their minds were already occupied with 
the dance that was planned for this Saturday 
evening in their station. Leninger himself had a 
date with a beautiful girl, arranged by a college. 
First everything was going according to plan, and 
soon Leininger handed control to his copilot 
Francis (Frank) Lawn, to give him the chance to 
gain more flight experience. Leininger gave the 
following detailed report: �:KHQ�ZH�FDPH�FORVHU�WR�
RXU� WDUJHW� WKH� WDLO� JXQQHU� UHSRUWHG� E\� RQ�ERDUG�
UDGLR� WKDW� DQWL�DLUFUDIW� VKHOOV� ZHUH� IO\LQJ� RQ� RXU�
KHLJKW�WRZDUGV�WKH�WDLO��,�VLJQDOHG�WR�)UDQN�WKDW�KH�
VKRXOG�VWD\�FORVHU�WR�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ��ZKLFK�KH�GLG��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR�PLVVLRQ�SODQQLQJ� WKH� OHDGLQJ�SODQH�
ZDV� VXSSRVHG� WR� WXUQ� WR� WKH� OHIW� VORZO\� DIWHU�
UHOHDVLQJ� LWV� ERPEV�� ,� NQHZ� H[DFWO\� ZKDW� ,� ZDV�
JRLQJ�WR�GR�DW�WKDW�SRLQW��,�ZRXOG�WDNH�RYHU�FRQWUROV��
SXOO�WKH�SODQH�XS�RXW�RI�IRUPDWLRQ��WXUQ�WR�WKH�OHIW�
DQG�WKHQ�HQWHU�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�DJDLQ��,�KDG�GRQH�WKH�
VDPH�WKLQJ�EHIRUH�RQ�D�SUHYLRXV�PLVVLRQ�ZLWK�JRRG�
UHVXOWV�DQG�ZLWKRXW�FRPSODLQWV�IURP�RXU�&DSWDLQ��
:H�UHOHDVHG�WKH�ERPEV�DQG�WRWDOO\�UHOD[HG�,�UDLVHG�
P\�KDQGV�WR�WDNH�RYHU�FRQWURO��+RZHYHU��LQVWHDG�RI�
WXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�OHIW��WKH�OHDGLQJ�SODQH�WXUQHG�WR�WKH�
ULJKW��7KLV�ZDV�VR�XQH[SHFWHG��WKDW�,�ORZHUHG�P\�
KDQGV�DJDLQ� DQG� IHOO� EDFN� LQWR�P\� VHDW��$W� WKDW�
PRPHQW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�ORXG�H[SORVLRQ��DQG�,�MXPSHG�
RXW�RI�P\�VHDW��)UDQN�/DZQ�MHUNHG�EDFN��KROGLQJ�
KLV�ULJKW�VKRXOGHU��,�JUDEEHG�WKH�FRQWUROV��EXW�RQO\�
WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKH\�GLGQ¶W�UHDFW�DQ\�PRUH��$V�ZH�
ORVW� K\GUDXOLF� SUHVVXUH�� WKH� HQJLQHV� JRW� RXW� RI�
FRQWURO�DV�ZHOO��,Q�VXFK�D�VLWXDWLRQ�WKH�SURSHOOHUV�
DUH�ORRVLQJ�WKHLU�SLWFK�DQG�DUH�UXQQLQJ�IODW�LQ�WKH�
DLU�� ,Q� WKLV� FDVH� WKH\�DUH� UXQQLQJ�H[WUHPHO\� IDVW�
DQG�KDYH�QR�HIIHFW�DQ\�PRUH��$VLGH�RI�WKLV��WKHUH�LV�
WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� WKDW� RQH� RI� WKH� SURSHOOHU� EODGHV�
FRPHV�ORRVH��VSLQQLQJ�WKH�SODQH�RXW�RI�FRQWURO�DQG�
HYHQ�FUDVKLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�FRFNSLW��3LORW�DQG�FRSLORW�
ZHUH�VLWWLQJ�MXVW�RSSRVLWH�RI�WKH�SURSHOOHUV��,�WULHG�WR�
XVH�P\�RQ�ERDUG�UDGLR��EXW�P\�VHW�ZDV�VKRW�LQWR�
SHDFHV� 

,� VKRXWHG� WR�)UDQN� WR�JLYH� WKH�RUGHU� IRU�
EDLO�RXW�� ZKLFK� KH� GLG�� ,� WULHG� WR� NHHS� WKH� SODQH�
OHYHO�E\�XVLQJ�WKH�HOHYDWRUV��:H�ORVW�DOWLWXGH��EXW�
WKH� ERPEHU� ZDV� VWLOO� IO\LQJ� LQ� D� OHYHO� SRVLWLRQ�� ,�
GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�KRZ�PXFK�WLPH�KDG�SDVVHG�VLQFH�WKH�

FRPPDQG� WR� EDLO�RXW�� EXW� ,� ZDV� VXUH� WKDW�
HYHU\ERG\� KDG� KDG� SOHQW\� RI� WLPH� WR� OHDYH� WKH�
SODQH��:KHQ� ,� GHFLGHG� WR� MXPS� RXW�P\VHOI�� WKH�
SODQH��WLOWHG�VOLJKWO\�DQG�,�ZHQW�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�FRFNSLW�
WR�PDNH�VRPH�VPDOOHU�DGMXVWPHQWV��7KHQ�,�OHIW�WKH�
FRFNSLW�DQG�ZHQW�WR�WKH�ERPE�ED\��:KHQ�,�ORRNHG�
WRZDUGV�WKH�IURQW�DQG�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�SODQH�,�FRXOG�
VHH� WKDW� HYHU\RQH� KDG� OHIW� WKH� SODQH�� 6LQFH�
K\GUDXOLF� SUHVVXUH� ZDV� JRQH�� WKH� GRRUV� RI� WKH�
ERPE�ED\�KDG�WR�EH�RSHQG�ZLWK�D��KDQG�ZUHQFK��
7KH� FUHZ� RQO\� KDG� RSHQHG� WKH� GRRUV� E\� DERXW�
��FP��7KH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�OHDYH�WKH�SODQH�WKURXJK�WKLV�
RSHQLQJ�ZDV�O\LQJ�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�EHDP�VHSHUDWLQJ�
WKH� WZR� GRRUV� DQG� OHW� \RXUVHOI� UROH� WKURXJK� WKH�
QDUURZ�RSHQLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�SODQH��$QG�WKLV�LV�ZKDW�,�
GLG��

)LUVW� WKH� ZLQG� ZDV� UXVKLQJ� DURXQG� P\�
HDUV�� ZKLFK� KDG� WR� EH� H[SHFWHG�� EXW� WKHQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ� EHFDPH� YHU\� TXLHW� DQG� FDOP� DURXQG�
PH��,�FDUULHG�D�SDUDFKXWH�RQ�P\�EDFN�DQG�,�GLGQ¶W�
ZDQW�WR�ZDLW�WRR�OROQJ�XQWLO�SXOOLQJ�WKH�UHOHDVH�OLQH��
VLQFH� LQ� FDVH� RI� D� PDOIXQFWLRQ� RI� WKH� UHOHDVH� ,�
ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�JUDE�EHKLQG�P\�EDFN�WR�RSHQ�WKH�
FKXWH�E\�KDQG��,�SXOOHG�WKH�UHOHDVH�OLQH�DOO�WKH�ZD\�
GRZQ�DQG�LPPHGLDWHO\�,�ZDV�KRYHULQJ�LQ�WKH�DLU��,�
KHDUG�P\VHOI�VD\LQJ�DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ��
+RO\�PRWKHU�
RI�*RG��KDYH�PHUF\�RQ�XV�¶�,�GRQ¶W�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�,�
KDG�HYHU�VDLG�WKLV�EHIRUH��,�VFDQQHG�WKURXJK�WKH�
VN\�DQG�FRXQWHG�WKH�RWKHU�SDUDFKXWHV�DURXQG�PH�
WR� VHH� LI� HYHU\RQH�PDGH� LW�� ,� FRXQWHG� DERXW� ���
RWKHU�FKXWHV��7KHQ��LW�RFFXUHG�WR�PH�WKDW�DQRWKHU�
SODQH�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�VKRW�GRZQ�DV�ZHOO��6LQFH�,�
ZDV�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�WDUJHW�UHJLRQ�,�EHJDQ�SXOOLQJ�RQ�WKH�
FKXWH�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�WKLV�UHJLRQ��,�DFWXDOO\�PDGH�D�
SXOO�XS�RQ�WKH�FRQWURO�URSHV�RI�WKH�FKXWH�DQG�FRXOG�
VHH�KRZ�,�ZDV�GULIWLQJ�DORQJ��,�WULHG�WR�PDNH�LW�WR�D�
VPDOO� IRUHVW�� EXW� VXGGHQO\� � WKH� JURXQG� UXVKHG�
FORVHU� YHU\� IDVW� DQG� ,� ODQGHG�� ,� SXOOHG� RII� WKH�
SDUDFKXWH�DQG�KXUULHG� WR� JUDE� LW� WRJHWKHU��EXW�D�
JURXS�RI�FLYLOLDQV�ZDV�DOUHDG\�FRPLQJ�WRZDUGV�PH��
6LQFH� ,� EHOLHYHG� ,� ZDV� LQ� $OVDFH�/RWKULQJHQ� ,�
WKRXJKW��WKH\�PLJKW�EH�IUHQFK�DQG�ZRXOG�WDNH�FDUH�
RI�PH��+RZHYHU��,�KDG�WR�DERQGHQ�WKLV�KRSH�IDVW��
VLQFH�DPRQJ�WKHP�WKHUH�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�ER\�ZHDULQJ�D�
7�VKLUW�ZLWK�D�VZDVWLND�RQ�WKH�FKHVW��%HIRUH�,�FRXOG�
HYHQ� WU\� WR� FRPPXQLFDWH� D� JURXS� RI� VROGLHUV�
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DSSURDFKHG�XV��WKDW�DOUHDG\�KDG�RWKHU�DPHULFDQ�
DLUPHQ�LQ�FXVWRG\��EXW�QRQH�RI�WKHP�IURP�P\�FUHZ��
7KH\�DOO�ZHUH�DV�WDOO�DV�PH��DQG�,�KHDUG�D�JHUPDQ�
FLYLOLDQ�FRPPHQW��
$PHULFDQ�±�WDOO�¶�7KH�IDFH�RI�RQH�
RI�WKH�DLUPHQ�>&RPPHQW��)OLJKW�(QJLQHHU�5REHUW�
6WDWRQ�IURP�WKH�$OWHQNHVVHO�SODQH@�ZDV�FRYHUHG�E\�
D� KDQGNHUFKLHI�� +H� KDG� EHHQ� EXUQHG� DQG� ZDV�
JXLGHG�E\�D�FRPUDG��/DWHU� LQ� WKH�SULVRQ�FDPS� ,�
KHDUG�WKDW�KH�PDGH�D�IXOO�UHFRYHU\��

1RZ�,�ZDQW�WR�GHVFULEH�P\�IHHOLQJV��)HDU"�
1RW�DW�DOO��,�IHOW�SURXG��VWURQJ��VXSHULRU��$IWHU�DOO��,�
ZDV�DQ�DPHULFDQ�RIILFHU� RI� WKH�$LUIRUFH�DQG� WKH�
*HUPDQV�ZHUH�SRRU�FLYLOLDQV��0\�DSSHDUDQFH�ZDV�
LPSUHVVLYH� DQG� XSVWDQGLQJ�� SHUKDSV� WKLV� LV� WKH�
UHDVRQ�,�ZDV�WUHDWHG�ZLWK�UHVSHFW��,�ODQGHG�QRW�IDU�
DZD\�IURP�D�JUDYHO�URDG��ZKLFK�H[SODLQHG�ZK\�WKH�
*HUPDQV�VKRZHG�XS�WKDW�IDVW��2QH�RI�WKH�FLYLOLDQV�
UDQ�EDFN�DQG�EURXJKW�PH�P\�SDUDFKXWH��$QRWKHU�
RQH�FDPH�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�D�KDQGNHUFKLHI�,�KDG�ORVW��
:H�ZHUH�ORDGHG�RQ�DQ�RSHQ�WUXFN�DQG�WDNHQ�DZD\��
'XULQJ� WKH� ULGH� RQH� JXDUG� SRLQWHG� RXW� WR� PH�
UHVSHFWIXOO\� WKDW� ,� VKRXOG� GXFN� GRZQ� VLQFH� ZH�
DSSURDFKHG�VRPH�ORZ�KDQJLQJ�WUHH�EUDQFKHV��:H�
UHDFKHG�D�VPDOO�WRZQ�ZKHUH�RI�FRXUVH��SHRSOH�KDG�
JDWKHUHG�DW�WKH�VLGH�RI�WKH�URDG�WR�VHH�XV��,�VDZ�
ROGHU�ZRPHQ�WKUHDWHQLQJ�XV�ZLWK�WKHLU�ILVWV��

:H� HQWHUHG� D� VWRQH� EXLOGLQJ�� ,W� ZDV�
SHUKDSV�SDUW�RI�D�VPDOO�VFKRRO�RU�DQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
EXLGLQJ�>&RPPHQW��SHUKDSV�3�WWOLQJHQ@��7KH�RWKHUV�
KDG�DOUHDG\�DUULYHG��*ULIILWK��/DZQ��5RGULJXH]�XQG�
0LWFKHOO� SOXV� WKH� PHQEHUV� RI� WKH� RWKHU� FUHZ��
'RUVHWW�DQG�%RZPDQ�ZHUH�PLVVLQJ��)UDQN�VKRZHG�
PH� KLV� KDQG�� $� JUDQDGH� IUDJPHQW� KDG� SDVVHG�
WKURXJK�KLV� OHIW�KDQG��+LV� ILQJHUV�DQG�WKH�ERQHV�
ZHUH� WRWDOO\� WZLVWHG� DQG� EXFNOLQJ�� +RZHYHU�� QR�
ERQHV�ZHUH� VWLFNLQJ� RXW� RI� WKH� VNLQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�
JRRG��:KLOH�ZH�ZHUH�WKHUH��D�PDQ�VTXHH]HG�LQWR�
WKH� URRP�� +H� DSSURDFKHG� PH� DQG� VDLG�� 
<RXU�
QDPH�LV�/HLQLQJHU��,�NQRZ�VRPH�/HLQLQJHUV�OLYLQJ�
FORVH� WR� KHUH�¶� ,� ZDV� SUREDEO\� VWLOO� LQ� D� ILJKWLQJ�
PRRG� DQG� VQDSSHG� DW� KLP�� 
*R� WR� KHOO�¶�� 
,� RQO\�
ZDQWHG�WR�EH�QLFH¶��KH�UHSOLHG��/DWHU�,�WKRXJKW�WKDW�
P\�EHKDYLRXU�KDG�EHHQ�YHU\�VLOO\��7KH�QH[W�GD\�ZH�
ZHUH�EURXJKW�WR�D�UDLOZD\�VWDWLRQ�DQG�WUDQVSRUWHG�
WR�)UDQNIXUW��7�

Navigator Jack Griffith also sent a detailed 

report to the author, describing in particular the 
situation in the cockpit: 

�'XULQJ�WDUJHW�DSSURDFK�,�ZDV�DW�WKH�IURQW�
ULJKW�ZLQGRZ��VLQFH�/HLQLQJHU�KDG�DVNHG�PH�WR�XVH�
KLV�FDPHUD�DQG�PDNH�D�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�OHDGLQJ�SODQH�
LQ�RXU�JURXS�ZKLOH�LW�ZDV�UHOHDVLQJ�LWV�ERPEV��7KH�
ERPEV� VWDUWHG� WR� IDOO� DQG� ,� JRW� P\� VQDSVKRW��
'RUVHWW��RXU�%RPEDGLHU��UHSRUWHG��
%RPEV�DZD\�¶�
([DFWO\�DW�WKDW�PRPHQW�KH�VKRXWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�RQ�
ERDUG�UDGLR��
,¶P�KLW�¶��,�VZDQJ�DURXQG�DQG�VDZ�KLP�
VLWWLQJ�RQ�DQ�DPPXQLWLRQ�ER[�KROGLQJ�KLV�OHIW�XSSHU�
OHJ��+LV� OHIW� OHJ�ZDV�FXW�RII�DERYH�WKH�NQHH�DQG�
KDQJ�GRZQ�KHOG�RQO\�E\�D� IHZ� WKUHDGV�RI�PHDW��
'HVSHUDWHO\��,�ORRNHG�IRU�RXU�)LUVW�$LG�NLW��,�QHHGHG�
D�FRPSUHVVLRQ�EDQGDJH��DQG�0RUSKLQ�DW�RQFH��%XW�
,�FRXOGQ¶W�ILQG�LW���

:KLOH�,�ZDV�FRQWLQXLQJ�VHDUFKLQJ��)UDQN�
/DZQ¶V�YRLFH�FDPH�RYHU�WKH�RQ�ERDUG�UDGLR��
%DLO�
RXW��%DLO�RXW�¶�7KH�HQJLQHV�ZHUH�VSLQQLQJ�ZLOGO\��
ZKLFK�ZDV�DZIXOO\�QHUYH�ZUHFNLQJ��,�IHDUHG�WKDW�ZH�
PLJKW� WRSSOH� RYHU� RU� VSLQ� RXW� RI� FRQWURO�� ,� ZDV�
IHHOLQJ�KRUULEOH�ZKHQ�,�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�,�FRXOGQ¶W�KHOS�
'RUVHWW�� ,� JUDEEHG� D� FKHVW�PRXQWHG� SDUDFKXWH��
DWWDFKHG�LW�WR�P\�KDUQHVV�DQG�JUDEEHG�WKH�UHG�ULQJ�
RI�WKH�UHOHDVH�OLQH��:LWK�P\�OHIW�KDQG�,�JUDEEHG�D�
EHDP�EHOROZ�WKH�QDYLJDWLRQ�WDEOH�DQG�VZDQJ�GRZQ��
1H[W� WR� WKH� EHDP� ZDV� WKH� UHG� KDQGOH� RI� WKH�
HPHUJHQF\�H[LW�UHOHDVH��,�OHW�JR�RI�WKH�EHDP�DQG�
SXOOHG�WKH�HPHUJHQF\�H[LW�UHOHDVH��$�VHFRQG�ODWHU�,�
ZDV� RXWVLGH�� IDOOLQJ� GRZQ� KHDG� RYHU� KHDOV� QRW�
VHHLQJ�WKH�SODQH�DQ\�PRUH��6LQFH�,�GLGQ¶W�VWUDS�P\�
KHOPHW��LW�FDPH�RII��

(YHQ� PRQWKV� DIWHU� WKLV� LQFLGHQW� ,� ZDV�
WRUWXUHG�E\�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�ZKHWKHU�,�UHDOO\�FRXOGQ¶W�
KHOS� 'RUVHWW�� ,W� ZDV� D� XVHOHVV� H[HUFLVH� DQG� ,�
GHFLGHG�WR�FORVH�WKLV�FKDSWHU�WR�NHHS�P\�VDQLW\��
+RZHYHU��HYHQ�WRGD\�HYHU\�PHPRU\�RI�WKLV�WRSLF�LV�
D�VDGHQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��

$� IHZ� PLQXWHV� DIWHU� P\� ODQGLQJ� ,� ZDV�
DUUHVWHG�E\�D�JURXS�RI�DUPHG�FLYLOLDQV��:KLOH�ZH�
PDUFKHG�WR�WKH�VPDOO�YLOODJH�FORVH�E\�D�\RXQJ�ER\�
RI� DERXW� ��� \HDUV� DVNHG� PH�� 
'R� \RX� VSHDN�
(QJOLVK"
� ,� DQVZHUHG� TXLWH� XQIULHQGO\� 
<HV�� RI�
FRXUVH��LW
V�P\�QDWLYH�ODQJXDJH�
�7KLV�ZDV�WKH�HQG�
RI�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��

x
�

The Top Front Gunner Ernesto Rodriguez 
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(called "Rod") had used the bomb bay to jump 
from the plane, just like Leininger, after helping 
another crew member to get out there. After 
opening his parachute he saw the damaged plane 
above. Rodriguez landed in a plowed field and tried 
to run away. But when he heard shots behind him, 
he prefered to stop running. During his arrest a 
man in a uniform hit him in the face with a pistol. 
He was lead to a truck where two dead airmen 
were lying. �$UH� WKHVH� \RXU� FRPUDGHV"³�� the 
Germans asked. Rodrigues only recognized 
Dorsett, but couldn’t identify the second airman. 
�+H� LV� FUD]\³�� a German said with regard to 
Dorsett.� �+H� VKRW� KLPVHOI��9 However, this was 
probably not true, since no one in the crew was 
carying a pistole. Griffith suspects that Dorsett still 
managed to leave the plane, but then died of blood 
loss, as the results of the shock, or during the 
landing. But another version is possible as well. 
People from Köllerbach were actually shooting at 
the parachuters coming down.10 Perhaps Dorsett 
was killed by a bullet during this shooting, which 
would explain the comment that he supposedly 
had shot himself. The fact that Rodrigues didn’t 
recognize the second dead might be explained by 
the fact that Chin Turret Gunner Bowman was not 
a member of the regular crew of this plane. On this 
fateful day he had replaced the regular crew 
member Bombadier Wimer on short notice and 
Rodriguez had seen him for the very first time 
shortly before take-off. 

Dorsett and Bowman were burried on Mai 
29th 1944 in the cemetary of Püttlingen. Their 
bodies were moved after the war.11 Both are 
resting in the american military cemetary St. Avold 
in Lothringen. Eye wittnesses report that members 
of the Hittler Youth were driving a dead crew 
member, lying on a hand barrel, from the direction 

of Püttlingen to the cemetary of Köllerbach. In  this 
cemetary, however, no crew member of the 
Leininger plane was burried. Most likely, the dead 
airman was loaded onto the truck mentined above 
and finally brought to Püttlingen. 

The officers among the prisoners ended 
up in Stalag Air III in Sagan in Lower Silesia. 
There, Leininger, Lawn, and Griffith were housed 
in one room together with 10 other americans, 
among them the pilot of the plane shot down at 
Altenkessel (Loren Reid). Leininger sent a detailed 
war diary to the author. Due to limited space it is 
beyond the scope of this report to refere to this 
diary in detail. The camp was moved several 
times, and on April 10th, 1945 in Neustadt at the 
river Donau, during a march from Nürnberg to 
Moosburg at the river Isar, Griffith decided to 
escape and try to get to the west by himself. But 
after the first night, during which he had marched 
for 20km, he was discovered, called ('Stop’) and 
shot in his leg when he tried to run away. Two 
weeks later in the hospital in Ingolstadt he was 
freed by the 86th US Tank Division under General 
Patch. Leininger studied Law after the war and 
worked in sales for several large companies. At the 
end of his professional career he owned and 
managed a travel agency in the city center of 
Chicago. Griffith studied History and Theology and 
became a protestant priest. Rodriguez stayed in 
the Airforce at first and later became a teacher for 
Spanish, History, and Geography as well as a 
Professor of Law. Aside of this, he helped building 
the computing center of a University in California. 
Side Gunner James Leone currently lives in Texas. 
Despite numerous intensive efforts by the author 
and others it was not possible to get any 
information from him. 
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���1DWLRQDO�$UFKLYHV�,,��&ROOHJH�3DUN��0DU\ODQG��0$&5�������8QWHUODJHQ�:HUQHU�(FNHO��/LPEDFK��
���(FNHO��/XIWNULHJ��6������������)UHHPDQ��:DU�'LDU\��6�������
���&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�E\�-DFN�*ULIILWK��7HPSH��$UL]RQD�XQG�(GZDUG�/HLQLQJHU��)RXQWDLQ�+LOOV��$UL]RQD��
���1DWLRQDO�$UFKLYHV�,,��&ROOHJH�3DUN��0DU\ODQG��0$&5�������
���'RFXPHQWV�RI�WKH�DXWKRU��VHH�DOVR��)ULHPRQG��.XUW���=HLW]HXJHQ�HULQQHUQ�VLFK�DQ�GHQ�����0DL��������=XU�
*HVFKLFKWH�GHV�:DUQGWV��1U�������,,�������6����������

���&RS\�E\�8ZH�%HQNHO��.DLVHUVODXWHUQ��
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���&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�E\�(GZDUG�/HLQLQJHU��)RXQWDLQ�+LOOV��$UL]RQD��
���&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�E\�-DFN�*ULIWLWK��7HPSH��$UL]RQD��
���&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�E\�(UQHVWR�5RGULJXH]��1RYDWR��.DOLIRUQLHQ��
����&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�E\�:HUQHU�6FKPLGW��5LHJHOVEHUJ��XQG�/XGZLJ�.QREH��3�WWOLQJHQ��
����&HPHWHU\�5HJLVWHU�3�WWOLQJHQ��FRPPXQ�LFDWHG�E\�+HOPXW�-XQJ��$�ZHLOHU��


