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  As told in the previous chapter, a second Liberator was hit by anti aircraft artillery on Mai 27,
1944 at the same time as the Leininger ship. That was the four engined Liberator “Warchamp"
of the Pilot Loren F. Reid, which was also stationed with the 389th Bomb Group in Hethel. The
burning bomber dropped onto one of the semi-detached houses in the street then named
Sudetenstrasse, now called Grosswaldstrasse, in Altenkessel, whereby one man was killed and
three children injured. The fuselage lay between the houses, one wing in a garden. While
coming down on their parachutes, the men were shot at from the ground. Five of them were
immediately arrested on Lumpenberg Hill near Altenkessel and handed over to the police.

  The very same day three of the crew, copilot Karpinko, waist gunner Brun and tail gunner Ward
were retrieved dead out of the ruins under the supervision of a anti aircraft artillery unit of
Saarbruecken. Karpinko’s parachute had been cut by his own tumbling aircraft, so that he sped
down without parachute. Brun and Ward probably did not make it out. Three days after the
crash a strong odor of decay was noticed at the site. The fire brigade of Altkessel then found
the corpse of waist gunner Clark. All four dead were buried in the cemetery of Altenkessel.
Karpinko and Clark have been moved to the American military cemetery in St.Avold in
Lothringen, while Brun was transported to the USA.

  Today only the upper top gunner Robert Staton and the radio operator John Burns are alive.
The author has a short report by Staton in hand. He writes: ³:KHQ�ZH�ZHUH�KLW��,�KHDUG�QR
RUGHU�WR�EDLO�RXW��5DGLR�RSHUDWRU�-RKQ�%XUQV�VWRRG�EHORZ�PH�DQG�SXOOHG�PH�E\�WKH�WURXVHU�OHJ�
DV�D�VLJQ��WKDW�,�VKRXOG�JHW�RXW��3HQQLQJWRQ��*DUGQHU�DQG�1R]\QVNL�MXPSHG�WKURXJK�WKH�KDWFK
XQGHU�WKH�QRVH��5HLG��.DUSLQNR�%XUQV�DQG�,�OHIW�WKH�ERPEHU�WKURXJK�WKH�ERPE�ED\��,�QHHGHG
VRPH�WLPH�WR�JHW�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�WRS��2EYLRXVO\�WKH�ERPE�ED\�KDG�DOVR�EHHQ�KLW�E\�WKH�DQWL�
DLUFUDIW� GHIHQFH��$W�DQ\� UDWH� LW� VWRRG� LQ� IODPHV��ZKHQ� ,� ILQDOO\�JRW� WKHUH�� ,� MXPSHG�ZLWK�P\
SDUDFKXWH�XQGHU�P\�DUP�DQG�SXW�LW�RQO\�RQ��ZKLOH�DOUHDG\�IDOOLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�DLU��0\�IDFH��KHDG
DQG�P\�KDQGV�ZHUH�EXUQW��:KHQ�,�FDPH�FORVHU�WR�WKH�JURXQG��,�ZDV�WDNHQ�XQGHU�ILUH��OLNH�WKH
RWKHU�FUHZ� WRR��$V� IDU�DV� ,�NQRZ��QRERG\�ZDV�KLW��EXW�ZH�DOO�KDG�KROHV� LQ�RXU�SDUDFKXWHV�
%HIRUH�,�UHDFKHG�WKH�JURXQG��,�FRXOG�VHH��SHRSOH�UXQQLQJ�IURP�DOO�GLUHFWLRQV�WRZDUG�P\�ODQGLQJ
VLWH��7KH\�ZHUH�DUPHG�ZLWK�DOO�VRUWV�RI�JDUGHQLQJ�WRROV��,� OD\�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��VXUURXQGHG�E\
WKHVH�SHRSOH��2QH�RI�WKHP�KLW�PH�ZLWK�WKH�KDQGOH�RI�D�KRH��7KHQ�VROGLHUV�FDPH�DQG�WRRN�PH
WR�D�EXLOGLQJ��ZKHUH�DOVR�*DUGQHU��1R]\QVNL��3HQQLQJWRQ�DQG�%XUQV�ZHUH�KHOG��1RQH�RI�P\
FRPUDGHV�KDG�EXUQV��5HG�&URVV�QXUVHV�WUHDWHG�P\�EXUQV�DQG�ZUDSSHG�PH�LQ�JDX]H��1H[W
PRUQLQJ�P\�H\HV�ZHUH�VR�VZROOHQ��WKDW�,�FRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�VHH��7KDW�GD\�ZH�ZHUH�SXW�RQ�D�WUDLQ
DQG�WDNHQ�WR�)UDQNIXUW�´
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  Not all soldiers of WW II succeeded to put their bad experiences behind them. Radio operator
Burns would have liked to send a report to the author too, but is still suffering from post
traumatic symptoms. He writes: ́ 'XULQJ�WKH�ILYH�GHFDGHV�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��,�DYRLGHG�HYHU\�WKRXJKW
DERXW�P\�ZDU�H[SHULHQFHV��7KHUHLQ�,�VXFFHHGHG�XQWLO�'HFHPEHU�������$W�WKLV�WLPH�WKH�PHGLD
VWDUWHG� WKHLU� UHSRUWV� RI� WKH� ��WK� $QQLYHUVDU\� RI� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH�ZDU� DQG� UHSRUWV� DERXW� WKH
KRORFDXVW��ZDU�HSLVRGHV�HWF��7KDW�OHG�WR�P\�EHLQJ�SODJXHG�E\�QLJKWPDUHV�DQG�IODVK�EDFNV�DQG
EHFRPLQJ� HPRWLRQDOO\� LQVWDEOH�� ,� ZDV� WROG�� LW� ZRXOG� EH� KHOSIXO� WR� ZULWH� DQG� WDON� DERXW�P\
H[SHULHQFHV��5LJKW�QRZ�,�DP�XQDEOH�WR�GR�HLWKHU�ZLWKRXW�LQFUHDVLQJ�P\�SUREOHPV�´


